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Permit Approval 

 

Dear Ms. Simonds: 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Oil and Gas (Division) approves the SAExploration 

(SAE) Upper Cook Inlet 3D Marine Seismic Survey Miscellaneous Land Use Permit (MLUP) application, dated 

January 30, 2015, to conduct geophysical exploration on State of Alaska lands in the Upper Cook Inlet.  The 

enclosed permit, MLUP/CI 15-001, authorizes SAE to conduct a marine seismic survey on State of Alaska 

waters within Upper Cook Inlet from Moose Point south to Nikiski extending over to the west side from the 

West Forelands north to the Chuitna River subject to the conditions of the permit. 

 

This permit is effective March 18, 2015 to March 18, 2016. 

 

Issuance of a permit under 11 AAC 96 is not a disposal of an interest in land and does not grant a preference 

right to a lease or other disposal.  The permit is revocable for cause for violation of a permit stipulation of this 

chapter, and is revocable at will if the DNR determines that the revocation is in the state's interest.  Each permit 

issued is subject to any stipulations the DNR determines necessary to assure compliance with this chapter, to 

minimize conflicts with other uses, to minimize environmental impacts, or otherwise to be in the interests of the 

state.  Public notice of any miscellaneous land use application is discretionary under 11 AAC 96.030(c).  The 

Director of the Division of Oil and Gas (Director) has the right at any time to amend or modify any provisions 

of this permit, or revoke this permit. 

 

Project Description: Proposed Activity, Associated Structures, Type of Equipment 

SAE plans to acquire three dimensional (3D) geophysical data in an approximate 821 square mile area in the 

Upper Cook Inlet starting on April 1, 2015.  SAE will only conduct water based data acquisition operations and 

will use autonomous nodal seismic recording equipment and air guns as the source.  
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Marine operations will be based on a recording patch approach which is typically groups of 6 receiver lines and 

32 source lines.  The outside dimensions of a patch are approximately 7.5 mi x 10 mi (12km x 16 km), and each 

patch takes approximately 3-5 days to deploy, shoot, and record.  The receiver lines are spaced 1,650 ft. (503 m) 

apart and are oriented parallel to the shoreline.  The source lines are oriented perpendicular to the shoreline.  

Where possible, source lines may extend approximately 3 mi (5km) beyond the outside receiver lines and 

approximately 2.5 mi (4 km) beyond the ends of the receiver lines.  During the recording of a patch, nodes from 

the previous patch will be retrieved, charged, and data downloaded from the nodes prior to redeployment to the 

next patch.  As patches are recorded, receiver lines are moved side-to-side or end-to-end to the next patch 

location so that receiver lines have continuous coverage of the recording area.  Adjacent patches may or may 

not be recorded, depending on scheduling priorities.  The energy sources for offshore recording consist of 

2 x 880-cubic inch (cui) tri-cluster arrays for a total of 1,760-cui.  Two source vessels will be equipped with 

1,760-cui air guns.  Source activities only occur during low and high slack tides or when vessels can operate 

safely to acquire quality data.  Typically, source activities will occur for two to three hours at each slack tide.   

 

The marine nodes are cable-less but will be tethered together for ease of retrieval.  The nodes and rope tether 

will lie on the seabed floor and will have no effect on marine traffic.  A buoy release will be deployed when the 

line is ready for retrieval.  Primary positioning for vessels will be with a Global Positioning System (GPS) with 

antenna attached to the gun array.   

 

Scope of Decision: 

This decision is reviewing the following activities for Division approval: 

The activities supporting seismic data acquisition as defined in the application.  The State of Alaska waters and 

the tide and submerged lands from the Mean High Water (MHW) seaward have been reviewed under the 

authority of this approval.  

 

This decision is not reviewing the following activities for Division approval: 

This project does not include land-based work above the MHW.   

 

Land and Water Status: 

The proposed Upper Cook Inlet 3D Marine Seismic Survey program is located on state waters within the Upper 

Cook Inlet (Appendix C).  SAE plans to acquire approximately 821 square miles of data within the following 

locations: 

 

Survey Line Locations by Meridian, Township(s), and Range(s) 

Meridian: Seward 

 

Township: 006N Range(s): 012 - 016W 

Township: 007N Range(s): 012 - 016W 

Township: 008N Range(s): 010 - 015W 

Township: 009N Range(s): 009 - 014W 

Township: 010N Range(s): 007 - 014W 

Township: 011N Range(s): 006 - 013W  

Township: 012N Range(s): 008 - 010W  

  

Agency Review: 

The Division provided an Agency review and comment opportunity for the activities considered for 

authorization under this decision.  The following government entities were notified on February 20, 2015 for 
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comment on the application:  United States Coast Guard (USCG), United States Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) , Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG), Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 

(AOGCC), Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOTPF), and DNR: Division of Mining 

Land and Water (DMLW), Office of Project Management and Permitting (OPMP), Office of History and 

Archaeology (OHA), and Division of Oil and Gas.  The comment deadline was 4:30 pm Alaska time on 

March 6, 2015.  On March 3, 2015 ADFG requested an extension and the comment period was extended one 

week ending 4:30 pm Alaska time on March 13, 2015.  Comments were received by Division of Parks and 

Outdoor Recreation (DPOR), ADEC Division of Water, DMLW Southcentral Region Office Easement 

Management Unit, and ADFG.  See Appendix B.   

 

Public Review: 

The public notice process is discretionary and was not initiated for this application.     

 

Notification: 

In accordance with Alaska Administrative Code (AAC) 11 AAC 96.030(c), the Division provided notification 

to upland landowners that the Division has received a Miscellaneous Land Use Application to conduct 

geophysical activities on tide and submerged lands adjacent to their properties. 

 

The Division received phone calls from landowners asking about the seismic project and some of them 

requested a copy of the application.  Division staff provided information over the phone and advised the 

landowners to submit comments by email to dog.permiting@alaska.gov for consideration. 

 

Performance Guarantee: 

The permittee has provided the Division with a performance guarantee under 11 AAC 96.060 in the amount of 

$100,000.  

 

Application Approved: 

Should any unforeseen issues arise, the Division has authority to revoke or amend this permit.  As detailed in 

this authorization, the Division shall be notified if, during the conduct of operations, a surface use conflict 

occurs.  All operations conducted under this permit are subject to inspection by the Division, and if damage 

occurs, appropriate interest holders will be engaged, and corrective action will be prescribed.  The Division will 

impose additional provisions as necessary under 11 AAC 96.040 at any time during the activity approved under 

this authorization to minimize impacts and conflicts. 

 

The Division considered all facts material to this application including the permit provisions contained in this 

authorization per 11 AAC 96.040(b).  The Division has determined that this permit and attached provisions for 

this non-permanent activity as conditioned is in the state’s interest.  Stipulations in this permit authorization are 

necessary to protect the state’s interest and the public interest. 

 

An eligible person affected by this decision may appeal it, in accordance with 11 AAC 02.  Any appeal must be 

received within 20 calendar days after the date of issuance of this decision, as defined in 11 AAC 02.040 (c) and 

(d), and may be mailed or delivered to the Commissioner, Department of Natural Resources, 550 W. 7th 

Avenue, Suite 1400, Anchorage, Alaska 99501; faxed to 1-907-269-8918; or sent by electronic mail to 

dnr.appeals@alaska.gov.  This decision takes effect immediately.  An eligible person must first appeal this 

mailto:dog.permiting@alaska.gov
mailto:dnr.appeals@alaska.gov
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